
When is an agistment permit required? 
 
A stock route agistment permit is required to agist (or 
depasture) stock on relevant land, as it is an offence to 
graze stock without a permit (s174).  
 
Relevant land includes a — 
 
•      stock route;  
•      reserve for travelling stock; or  
•      road under local government control. 
 
 
Where can stock be agisted? 
 
Stock agistment is possible on all relevant land (see 
above), however, agistment may be an inappropriate 
usage of the available pasture resource in areas of high 
use by travelling stock. 
 
A person wishing to agist stock should contact the 
relevant local government to discuss preferred locations 
for agistment before making an application. 
 
 
How long can stock be agisted for? 
 
Agistment may be a tool for local government to manage 
the pasture on relevant land.  It can also provide short-
term relief for adverse circumstances.   
 
Sustainable use of pasture resources must be 
considered.  Hence, stock route agistment permits are 
only issued on a short-term basis, and only where there is 
pasture available surplus to the needs of travelling stock.   
 
Most permits can be issued for a maximum for 28 days.  
However, where the agisted stock are breaking a journey, 
under stock route travel permit, the agistment permit can 
only be issued for a maximum of 7 days. 

Who can apply? 
 
A person can apply to a local government for an 
agistment permit only if they — 
 
•     are a landowner whose land is adversely affected by 

drought, fire or flood; or 
•     hold a stock route travel permit and wish to 

temporarily cease travelling to —  
a)   brand, crutch, dip, drench, jet, shear or truck the 

stock under your control; or 
b)   spell the stock under your control to comply with 

an obligation imposed by animal welfare 
legislation; or 

•     are responding to a notice published by local 
government inviting applications for agistment of 
stock on a stock route, road or reserve for travelling 
stock. 

 
An application may be lodged irrespective of whether you 
reside or hold land within that local government area. 
 
 
Who issues permits? 
 
The local government whose area contains the land on 
which the stock will be agisted issues agistment permits.  
 

 
When should applications be lodged? 
 
If responding to a notice by local government advertising 
available pasture for agistment, you must lodge your 
application with that local government within seven (7) 
days of the notice being published. 
 
If applying for other reasons (eg require temporary 
agistment due to drought), your application should be 
lodged at least three (3) days before your proposed 
commencement date. 

      APPLYING FOR A STOCK ROUTE AGISTMENT PERMIT:  
a guide for applicants 

The information in this brochure applies to all stock 
route agistment permit applications lodged for 
relevant land within a local government area.   
 
While every attempt is made here to provide a 
thorough summary of issues relating to stock route 
agistment permits, applicants should refer to the 
Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) 
Act 2002 and Regulations for full details regarding 
these permits. 
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How to obtain an application form 
 
An Application for a Stock Route Agistment Permit 
can be obtained from local government offices . 
 

 
Completing the application form 
 
The application form is designed to ensure that, in most 
instances, the local government has sufficient 
information to make an appropriate decision.  
 
By providing the information within the application form 
you will assist the local government in processing your 
request quickly. 

In completing the form, the following details need to be 
supplied —  
 
•     the name and contact details of the applicant and the 

owner of stock; 
•     the number, type and sex of the stock along with 

brand and earmark information; 
•     the name and contact details of the person in charge 

of the stock; 
•     the property details where the stock are normally 

depastured; 
•     the reason for the agistment request; 
•     the description of the land sought for agistment; 
•     the length of time agistment is required; 
•     details of the stock’s exposure to pest plants, 

including Parthenium, Giant Rats Tail Grass or Prickly 
Acacia, within the preceding 7 days; 

•     a declaration that the stock are free of any notifiable 
or prescribed diseases;  

•     details of previous agistment permits; and 
•     details and proof of public liability insurance. 
 
In limited circumstances, the amount of public liability 
insurance may be varied.  If you have grounds to vary the 
insured amount contact the relevant local government 
prior to submitting an application. 
 
You should also include any additional information that 
may be relevant to your application (i.e. arrangements for 
water supplies from local landowners). 
 
Lodging the application 
 
The application can be lodged personally or by facsimile, 
post or electronic mail (if available).   
 
In adverse circumstances a local government may accept 
your application by telephone (eg. during flooding that 
restricts access to local government office). If you lodge 
an application by telephone you will need to provide all 
the information specified on the application form. 
 
 
Fees 
 
You are not required to pay the agistment fee with your 
application. 
 
However, if the local government issues you a permit then 
you must pay the prescribed fee within the period directed 
by the local government. 
 
Each local government determines the fees appropriate 
for their area (within minimum and maximum fees set by 
regulation) based on a range of criteria, including the type 
of country, pasture quality, accessibility of water, use of 
travelling stock facilities  and comparable agistment rates.   
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Application assessment 
 
All applications are assessed under criteria designed to 
protect over use of resources, to ensure public safety, and 
to limit the introduction and spread of pests and disease.   
 
Agistment applications will only be considered where the 
agistment is unlikely to interfere with the movement of 
travelling stock and there are no other significant public 
safety or environmental reasons that prevent the 
agistment from occurring. 
 
 
Application refusal  
 
Local government may refuse an application for a new 
permit, or renewal, if there are sufficient grounds.   
 
Grounds to refuse a permit may include lack of pasture or 
water available for stock, the possibility of introducing or 
spreading a declared pest or notifiable disease, the stock 
is likely to have an adverse effect on road safety or that 
the applicant has held an agistment permit for the land in 
the last 3 months.  
 
Local government are required to give the applicant a 
review notice about the decision and refund any paid fees.  
 
 
Permit conditions 
 
If a permit is granted, conditions may be imposed to 
ensure compliance, public safety, access for travelling 
stock, sustainable environmental management, good 
quality environmental health and protection of public 
assets/lands.   
 
In most cases, standard conditions will apply regarding the 
control of stock and fencing requirements. 
 
Local government, as required, may also impose 
additional conditions.  These conditions will be listed on 
the permit with a brief explanation as to why the condition 
is imposed. 
 
 
Can permit conditions be changed? 
 
An applicant can request that local government amend a 
permit condition.  The request must be in writing to the 
local government stating the proposed amendment along 
with an explanation of why the condition should be 
changed. 
 
The local government can, after considering the request, 
amend the condition, or refuse the amendment.  The 
applicant will be advised in writing of local governments 
decision. 

Renewal of Agistment Permits  
 
An agistment permit can only be renewed once, for a 
maximum of 28 days, if it was issued due to drought, 
fire, flood or in response to a notice advertising 
agistment availability. 
 
An agistment permit cannot be renewed if it was issued 
for a temporary break in a journey under a stock route 
travel permit. 
 
If a current stock route agistment permit is held and a 
renewal is desired, a request must be lodged with the 
relevant local government before the current permit 
expires.   
 
Once an application for renewal is lodged, the current 
permit will stay valid until the application is decided. 
 
 
New permits for the same land 
 
If you have had a stock route agistment permit and one 
renewal you must wait three (3) months from the expiry 
date before applying for a new permit to agist stock on 
the same land. 
 
A new permit cannot be issued to an applicant who 
held a stock route agistment permit for the land in the 
three (3) months immediately before the date of the 
new application. 

 
 

Permit cancellation 
 
A current permit may be cancelled if —  
 
• The original information you supplied is found to be 

false or misleading; or 
• You have failed to comply with a condition of the 

permit; or 
• The relevant land can no longer provide enough 

pasture or water for stock. 
 
If a local government decides to cancel an agistment 
permit they will send you written notice with the 
grounds for the cancellation and the facts and 
circumstances that are the basis for the grounds. 
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Definitions 
 
Applicant refers to a person who may apply for an 
agistment permit as outlined in Section 116(2) of the 
Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) 
Act 2002. 
 
Landholder means the registered proprietor of freehold 
land or a lessee under the Land Act 1994 whose land is 
primarily used for grazing, dairying or the rearing of 
stock. 
 
Stock means both large stock (alpacas, asses, 
buffaloes, camels, cattle, donkeys, horses, llamas, mules 
or vicunas) and small stock (deer, goats and sheep). 
 
Stock route means a road or route ordinarily used for 
travelling stock or declared under a regulation to be a 
stock route. 
 
Stock route agistment permit means a permit issued 
under section 119 of the Land Protection (Pest and 
Stock Route Management) Act 2002. 
 
Stock route travel permit means a permit issued under 
section 137 of the Land Protection (Pest and Stock 
Route Management) Act 2002. 
 
Road means an area of land dedicated to public use as 
a road but does not include a State-controlled road 
under the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994. 
 
Reserve for travelling stock means a reserve under 
the Land Act 1994 that may be used for travelling stock. 
 
Relevant land in relation to stock route agistment 
permits means land that is a stock route, a reserve for 
travelling stock or road under local government control . 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by the Stock Route Management Unit 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines 

Applicants can request a review of local 
government decisions 
 
If an applicant is not satisfied with a decision by local 
government to — 
 
•      refuse to grant or renew a permit;  
•      impose conditions on a permit;  
•      refuse to amend conditions on request; or  
•      cancel a permit, 
 
the applicant can apply to the Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines for a review of the local 
government’s decision.   
 
An application form for a review of a decision can be 
obtained from NR&M offices. 
 

If the Department confirms the decision of the local 
government, the applicant or permit holder of a stock 
route agistment permit can apply to a Magistrates Court 
to appeal against the confirmation of the decision.   
 
Potential appellants should refer to Chapter 9 of the 
Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) 
Act 2002 for detailed information regarding the appeals 
process and requirements. 
 
A request for a review of a decision does not stay the 
operation of the decision.  Local government’s decision 
will stand until the review has been decided (the review 
may take up to 14 days). 

For further information contact…. 
 

Your local government office or your nearest NR&M office. 
 
Listing of local government contacts:      www.dlgp.qld.gov.au/local_govt/directories/lg/ 
Listing of NR&M offices:          www.nrm.qld.gov.au/about/contactus/service_centres.html. 
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APPLICATION FOR A  
STOCK ROUTE AGISTMENT PERMIT  
Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 
 
 

To: Chief Executive Officer 
 Local Government of ________________________ 

Is this a new application? (tick appropriate box) 

  New application  

  Application for renewal     Current permit no.:          Date of issue:         

 
APPLICANT DETAILS 

Name:               

Address:            

            

  State:        Postcode:         Telephone:         

 
AGISTMENT REQUEST DETAILS 

Agistment is requested from (date):         To (date):         No. of days:         

Reason for agistment request (tick appropriate box): 

  Land affected by drought   Animal husbandry to travelling stock under a stock route travel permit 

  Land affected by fire   Animal welfare considerations to travelling stock under a stock route travel permit 

  Land affected by flood   Application made in response to notice advertising agistment availability 

Description of land requested for agistment: 

(complete where applicable) Adjoining/ 
intersecting Lot Plan Area requested Estimate carrying 

capacity 

Reserve type:      

Stock route ID no.:      

Road local name:      

Have you held a stock route agistment permit within the last three (3) months for the lands described above?  Yes  No 

 
STOCK SCHEDULE 
 

No. of 
stock 

Type of 
Stock/Breed Description/Sex Age 

Horse & Cattle Brand or 
Sheep & Goat Brand 

Approved Tail 
Tag/Ear Tag Number 

Cattle Earmark or 
Sheep & Goat 

Earmark 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       
 

Location stock usually depastured: 

Freehold/Lease No:          Lot:         Plan:         Area:          

Property Name:         Registered Owner/Lessee:           

Contact details of actual owner of stock: 

Name:             

Address:          

          

  State:        Postcode:         

Telephone:          

Contact details of person in charge of stock during agistment: 

Name:             

Address:          

          

  State:        Postcode:         

Telephone:         
 

Details of verbal application 
Date:     /       /      Time:      :      am /  pm
Reason for verbal application:  
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PEST & DISEASE DECLARATION 

Have the stock been in contact with any declared pest plants in the immediate proceeding seven (7) days?  Yes  No 

If yes, specify the location, length of time and species of plants:          

             
Do you consider these stock to be free, internally and externally, of all reproductive material of any declared pest plant?   

 Yes  No 

Are the scheduled stock free of all notifiable and prescribed diseases as defined by the Stock Act 1915?   Yes  No 

If no, please list afflictions:             

             

 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE DECLARATION 

Applicants must possess a public risk policy of insurance with a reputable insurer for an amount of at least $10 Million showing the 
Chief Executive of the Department of Natural Resources as an interested party.  The underwriters must indemnify the State of 
Queensland (acting through the Department of Natural Resources and Mines) and the local government. 

Local government will need to view the policy before a permit is granted. 

Name of insurer:          Policy no.:          

Insured amount:          Policy expiry date:          

 
DECLARATION 

I hereby certify that the details contained within this application are true and correct and that I am authorised to act on behalf on 
the owner of the stock regarding this application for agistment. 

Signature of applicant:            Date:         

 
 
 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Application   Refused Date decided:         Reason:        

  Granted   Permit No.:         Date Issued:         

Stock Route Agistment Permit Fees  
Size Type Number Fee/head/week No. of weeks SubTotal 

Cattle       @       @             
Horses        @       @             Large 

Other       @       @             
Sheep       @       @             

Goats       @       @             Small 

Other       @       @             

      Fee payable       
        

 

 


